14

We have no yardstick by which to measure them. They
are only partly revealed in his inventions; and inventions,
in the narrow sense of the word, were not by any means
the greatest of his imaginations. We shall see, as we go
on, conceptions and visions which have affected mankind
far more than anything that he invented. But the number
of his patented inventions gives us a quick notion of his
fertility. We have seen that in an amazing eleven years
he took out more than a patent a month; but for forty-
eight years he took out a patent every month and a half.
A quick and comprehensive view of the extent of his
work in organizing companies is given in the table of West-
inghouse companies inserted here. The table includes a
very few companies which Westinghouse did not establish,
and in which he personally or through his other companies
never owned a majority of the stock. In those companies
he did have investments of more or less importance, and he
did, during their formative years, exercise great and even
controlling influence. He served them as president and
director, or perhaps with no office but with money or credit.
He was never an idle passenger in any enterprise. A pic-
ture of his life would not be complete without a glimpse
of such companies, but it does not seem wise to take the
reader's time or to divert his attention by circumstantial
accounts of them. One of the more important of these
( companies of temporary interest to him is thef Standard
! Underground Cable Company, of which Westinghouse was
I president ten years, 1886-1896, and which is now the largest
j maker of electric wires and cables in the United States, with
V an annual gross business of about $35,000,000. The present
president, Mr. Joseph W. Marsh, says: "The value of Mr.
Westinghouse's connection with the company soon made
itself felt in increased business and the changing of annual